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Direct Democracy Schools and Courses 

We plan to offer opportunities to learn about and discuss direct democracy and how to promote its development. 

Formats may be Day, Week-End and Week-long courses, seminars and workshops.

Location of these events is not finally decided. Britain, Germany and Switzerland are the most likely places.

This programme will be designed for citizens and residents of  Great Britain and Northern Ireland.  The language will usually be english. Depending on resources, translation from another language may sometimes be possible.

Candidates are sought who can or are willing to prepare to lecture or lead and moderate seminars on one or more aspects of direct democracy and campaigning strategy. Some aspects of the topic are listed below ("Example of topics"). You may have experience as a senior student, graduate or post-graduate,  school teacher, university lecturer, active campaigner, manager,  executive, lawyer, community worker, other communicator or "social multiplier". We are especially interested to recruit people from those European countries and regions where direct democracy is practised, those (from any country) who have worked on or studied direct democracy and published or written about it, those who are experienced in campaigning for the introduction and improvement of direct democratic procedures, citizens who are expert in "the initiative and referendum", consultants who advise and facilitate referenda and related 

procedures.

Lecturers and seminar leaders MUST personally support and advocate direct democracy including citizen law-making, citizen initiative and binding citizen-triggered plebiscite (referendum).

You are invited to make contact and to consider joining the planning process and course design for this innovative and – for Britain – pioneering project !

Contact:

Dr. Michael Macpherson mm@iniref.org

Integral Studies ~ PSAMRA

Guildford and Berlin

Tel. +49 30 262 3768
.....continued
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Example of topics (edited) from:

Campaign for direct democracy in Great Britain and Northern Ireland

ASSESSMENT AND PLAN 2006

Democracy Schools and Courses proposed

INTERMEDIATE 4-5 days

History of DD

Constitutional aspects

Basic principles

• initiative direct and indirect

• plebiscite and referendum

• town and region meeting

• recall of elected officials

DD systems in operation – selection e.g. CH, FRG, USA ± Poland. Regulations and conditions, role of public administration and parliaments, concept of optimal democracy

Case studies – village, town/district, region/Land/canton, country

Academic study and research of DD – overview, recent advances
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