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AUTHOR: The Electoral Commission (official appointed body which administers elections and, rarely, referenda)

”Many surveys, including BSA (British Social Attitudes) surveys, have shown that people are ‘less trustful nowadays of politics and the political system’ and that politicians are among the least trusted professions. They have also found cynicism about politicians’ motivations; ..“

Source: Electoral Commission Research report March 2004 ISBN: 1-904363-38-5

• Young people are some of the people least likely to turn out and vote. In 2001 MORI estimates that only 39% of 18 – 24 year olds voted, compared to 70% of those aged 65.

(.....)

• Low turnout may be a reflection of a deepening crisis of democracy. Evidence suggests that young people in Britain have developed a more negative attitude to the process of elections and politics over the past decade or so. (...) Unless this generation of young people becomes more civic-minded as they age, the nature of British democracy is likely to become increasingly passive

• Young voters are particularly keen to note the sense of participation, of ‘having a say’; the rest of the electorate at large is likely to cite a sense of civic duty or responsibility to vote.

• There is some evidence to suggest that the cynicism expressed by young people about politics is usually directed at established party politics rather than political issues. 

Source: The Electoral Commission 2002 Voter engagement and young people ISBN: 1-904363-03-2

----------------------------------------

AUTHOR: The Power Inquiry (An independent inquiry into political engagement, 2004 - 2006)

Contrary to much of the public debate around political disengagement, the British public are not apathetic. There is now a great deal of research evidence to show that very large numbers of citizens are engaged in community and charity work outside of politics. There is also clear evidence that involvement in pressure politics – such as signing petitions, supporting consumer boycotts, joining campaign groups – has been growing significantly for many years. In addition, research shows that interest in ‘political issues’ is high. (The Myth of Apathy, page 16)
We should be creating a culture of political engagement in which it becomes the norm for policy and decision-making to occur with direct input from citizens. This means reform which provides citizens with clear entitlements and procedures by which to exercise that input – from conception through to implementation of any policy or decision. (from the section

“Downloading Power” in Executive Summary and Recommendations, page 24)

Source: Power to the People. Report of the Rowntree Trusts’ Power Commission 2006 
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