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citizens' initiative and referendum

PEOPLE S PROPOSAL TO RENEW DEMOCRACY

date: May to July 1999
from M chael Macpherson
to: newsgroups, foruns

Dear Friends and Col | eagues,

I want to gather people's opinions and encourage discussion about the chances to
i mprove real participation in public decision naking, denpcracy and governance.

I magine there woul d be a people's referendumfor the citizen's right to take
part in public affairs. This could be a new way to revive denocracy, and the
debate about it, in Britain (maybe el sewhere, too). "Taking part" means, for
i nstance, being able to put a new | aw before parliament and the people, to
cancel an existing law or to disnmiss an MP. who has represented her or his
constituents badly.

Bel ow i s a suggestion for the text of a people's referendum (called "Proposal").
I f enough citizens want the referendumto go ahead, volunteers will be needed to
organi se the proceedi ngs and col |l ect the signed ballot papers. The latter could

be done both "on paper" and "on-1line".

In brief, the suggestion is "Have a referendumfor the right to referendal"”

PEOPLE' S PROPOSAL TO RENEW DEMOCRACY (with Rider, bel ow)

We t he undersigned propose that a | aw be passed in parlianent which enables and
provi des finance for the followi ng forns of denpcracy at all |evels of

government fromlocal to national, these forns of denpcracy to be initiated by a
fair and reasonabl e percentage of the population, wi th decisions being mde by
an appropriate majority of voters:

1) Initiation of laws to be voted upon by the | egislative body be it parlianent,
assenbly or council (Citizens' Initiative).

2) Referendum The people decide, for instance if the |egislative has deci ded
against the citizens' initiatives in 1) or 3).

3) Cancel lation or nodification of existing |laws by citizens' initiative or
ref erendum

4) Recall of elected public del egates, representatives and officials at any tine
during the usual period of office: The peopl e deci de.

A "green paper"” outlining the hereto rel evant practices of denbcracy in other
countries and describing different reformoptions and the reasons for these
shall be rapidly published and made freely available (gratis) via w de-area
conput er networ ks such as Internet.

Si gned

cont i nued
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Ri der

By signing the foregoing proposal | mandate ny Menber of Parliament to help

i ntroduce and support an appropriate Bill in Parliament. In future ny vote wll
go ONLY to those candidates for parlianentary office who prom se to support the
pr oposal

Si gned

End of proposal.

Di stribution: The above People's Proposal to Renew Denbcracy, with or w thout
the "The case for introducing elenents of direct denbcracy in Britain", my be
copied and circulated electronically or in print.

Conments may be sent to <coments@ niref.org>

from http://ww.iniref.org/

At this website you can find:

- comments on and di scussi on about the People's Proposal to Renew Denbcracy
- further information about direct denocracy.
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